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• Different data protection interests
Ø Individual
Ø Collective

• Different protection against risks and harms
Ø Data
Ø Knowledge 
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Right to be left alone 1890

Arbitrary interference regarding 
privacy, family or home

Self-determination

Traditional foundation of data protection
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Data Spaces (European Health 
Data Space)

Data Act

Data Governance Act

Digital Markets Act

Legislative push towards collective dimension?
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GDPR principles and rights
• Data minimisation
• Accuracy
• Data portability

Trade-offs should be explicit

Balancing intertwined interests
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Interconnectedness
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Personal data as input

Nature of data as risk

One-on-one relationships
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Data narrative Knowledge narrative

Knowledge as output

What you do with the data

Distributed set of linked data
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Narrow, individual risks and harms

8Doctoral Research. Contact: michiel.fierens@kuleuven.be 

mailto:michiel.fierens@kuleuven.be


Broader, pluralistic risks and harms
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TECHNICAL

Collective agency

Data curation

LEGAL

Legitimate interest

Adverse impact

Well-defined group

Mitigating risks and harms
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https://solidlab.be

michiel.fierens@kuleuven.be
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Questions?
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